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simple inquiries (as a man of unquestionable
integrity of purpose would have done), be-
fore openly preferring accusations of the
above description, would, I think, have oc-
cupied a position much more creditable to
himself, and far less inconsistent with the
sentiment under which he has sheltered his
real name from public observation. I am,
Sir, your most obedient servant,

THE EDITOR OF THE " READING
MERCURY."

Reading, June 8, 1842.
P. S.-Since writing the above, I have as-

certained that a similar letter was forwarded
to the London Medical Gazette, and one or
two other journals devoted to the profession ;
but, as they were evidently the production
of the same inventive brain, I shall decline
noticing them further.

THE BRENTFORD UNION.

H. J. RADCLIFFE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I am much gratified by the perusal
of a letter in your last week’s Numbel
signed M.R.C.S.L.; but inasmuch as the
full force of the writer’s valuable communi-
cation is impaired by an error (evidently
committed by the printer) in placing the
population of Old Brentford at 1792, instead
of 4792 (the number, I presume, which the
writer stated to you), I think for the guid-
ance of strangers to this locality the error
should be corrected speedily, in order that
the medical profession and the non-medical
portion of your readers may be convinced
that the writer has justly and ably expressed
his virtuous indignation at the conduct of
the board of guardians of the Brentford
Union, by comparing their injustice towards
the medical officers of the union workhouse
and of Old Brentford (and, indeed, to all the
other medical officers,) with the reasonable
and proper remuneration made by the guar-
dians of the Wands worth and Dunmow
Unions respectively to their medical officers.
I believe the number of inmates in the Brent-
ford Union workhouse has since its forma=
tion been five hundred occasionally, but
seldom under four hundred and sixty. My
worthy colleague and friend who attends it
daily took office at 601. per annum, with the
understanding that it would only contain
four hundred inmates at the most. An out-
building has been erected for the admission
of casual paupers sent there for a night’s
rest by the difl’erent overseers : the number
of these trampers has amounted to between
four and five thousand in the year! Many i
of this number fall sick, and come under my
colleague’s care, causing him an annoying
extent of extra trouble without any extra
pay ! Is it not most surprising that no

notice of this extra institution and extra
work is taken in the advertisement?

I am at present medical officer to a dis-
trict of the Brentford Union comprising the
parishes of Ealing and New Brentford,
which contain unitedly an area of five thou-
sand acres and a population of ten thousand

four hundred and fifty : the salary is 901.

per annum, including midwifery. Your cor-
respondent has properly described Old
Brentford as a densely populated pauper
district; and I can further assure you nearly
three-fourths of the duties of this district are
centred in that part of it. The actual popu-
lation of Old Brentford, as a medical district,
is five thousand four hundred, and of Ealing
three thousand; yet 301. per annum salary
is offered for the latter, and only 401. for the
former.
Having performed the parochial medical

duties of Ealing and Old Brentford for six

years, I can unhesitatingly affirm that if I
lived equi-distant from the two districts, I
would infinitely prefer attending Ealing for
301. per annum, than Old Brentford for twice
that sum.
In thanking you for the very high enco-

miums you have been pleased to offer and
record on the conduct of the medical officers
of the Brentford Union at this important
crisis, I am sure my colleagues, if they
knew of my present procedure, would most
readily and cordiallyjoin me in this agree-
able duty, and also unite with me in testify-
ing to the meritorious assistance which has
been rendered to our cause by nearly the
whole body of medical practitioners resident
in our union. Their zealous co-operation
has prevented any charge of factious motives
being made alike against themselves or us,
I remain, Sir, yours most respectfully,

H. J. RADCLIFFE.
Brentford Butts, June 20, 1842.

CREOSOTE IN NEURALGIA.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;When a man once gets on a " hobby"
he generally " rides it too far." Such is the
case with most of our modern discoveries in
medical science. After a certain remedy is
extolled to the utmost in such proportion as
it rises in fame, so rapidly does it fall. I
would wish, however, to add one small arti-
cle to the number, which is truly proposed
from a knowledge of it in practice. I have
been in the habit lately of using the creosote
prepared by Pelletier (which is to be relied
on) in many neuralgic affections, more espe-
cially in tic douloureux, and invariably have
succeeded in alleviating this painful disease
with it in a very short time. The mode in
which I order it is an ointment, composed
thus :-

Creosote, 3j ; lard, j. Make an oint-
ment, to be applied three times a-day to the
part affected.
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In my opinion the formula ordered in the
41 Pharmacopoeia Londinensis" is not sum-
ciently active for some kinds of neuralgia.
I am, Sir, your very obedient servant,

S. R. J.
Walton, June 17, 1842.

IMPOSITIONS ON SURGEONS.

W. T. ILIFF.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-A short man, about fifty years of
age, is just now going his rounds robbing
medical men. To me he stated a name and
residence, and complained of having disease
of the rectum, but would not let me examine
him on his visit; so that nothing was done,
save his pocketing my midwifery case : for,
as might be expected, on my going to the
place he had named, he was not known there.
He was short, and had a brown surtout on,
closed all round ; he had also a riding whip.
Will you kindly notice this at once ; and say
also that the police tell me that a case of in-
struments was detained at Bow-street on the
l4th. I expect that they are cupping in-
struments. Yours respectfully,

W. T. IHFF.
Newington, June 18, 1842.

AT a meeting of the COLCHESTLR MEDICAL
SOCIETY, held at Colchester, Essex, on the
21st June, 1842, it was resolved, 11 That the
thanks of this society be given to those me-
dical practitioners, who have so nobly with-
stood the degrading and oppressive terms
proposed to them by the guardians of the
Tendring Union, for attendance on their

poor; and that they be fully assured of the
sympathy of this society with them, in their
decision as to the refusal of those terms.
And that this society express their regret
that any qualified practitioner should be
found willing to undertake those duties or
such terms." B. T. SYMMONDS, Chairman.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS
IN LONDON.

LIST of gentlemen admitted members on
Friday, June 17, 1842 :-S. T. Frost, W.
Spear, A. Alsop, W. H. Davids, H. Hayes,
E. R. Owen, C. W. Mann, W. R. Shiell,
W. Reynolds, J. R. Crawley, W. M. Powell,
J. L. Robinson, A. Fairchild. Admitted

Monday, June 20, J. Taylor, G. F. White,
C. Shorten, R. E. B. Horniblow, T. O.
Reilly, M. Hamilton, E. U. Berry, S. Bay-
ton, B. Lever, S. Balding.

BOOKS RECEIVED.
Dr. Tavernier’s Treatise on the Treatment

of Deformities of the Spine, by the 11 Lever
Belt with Inclination Busk," &c. Translated

by W. Brewer, M. D. London : Simpkin
and Co. 1842. Pamphlet.

On the Theory and Practice of Midwifery.
By Fleetwood Churchill, M.D. Illustrated

by Bagg. London : Renshaw, 1842. 12l&Iacute;lo.

Pp. 479.
Dr. Hooper’s Physician’s Vade-mecum;

or Manual of the Principles and Practice of
Physic. New Edition. By William Augus-
tus Guy, M.B. Cantab. London: Renshaw.
1842. 12mo. Pp. 492.

General and Scientific Views of Ortbopoe-
dic Surgery, or the Treatment of the Defor-
mities of the Osseous System, selected from
British and Continental Authorities. Part 1.
Anatomy and Physiology. By H. Brig-
stocke, M.D., &c., Surgeon to the Bristol
General Hospital. London: Churchill. 1842.
Pp. 31.
Text-Book of Anatomy for Junior Stu-

dents. By Alex. Jardine Lizars, M. D.
Part 2. Edinburgh: Bell and Co; Mac-
lachlan and Co. London : Highley.

Report of the Proceedings at the Confer-
ence of Delegates of the Middle and Working
Classes held at Birmingham, April 5, 18-12.
London: 1842. Pamphlet.
A Therapeutical Arrangement of the Ma-

teria Medica, &c. By Martyn Payne, M.D.,
A.M. New York: Langley, 1842. 12mo.

Pp. 271.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Dr. ScoFFERN requests us to insert the

following note :&mdash;
" Apothecaries’ Hall, May 6,1842.

" Sir, I am directed by the court of exa-
miners to transmit their recognition of you as
a lecturer on chemistry ; your present certi-
ficate from Dr. Golding Bird, together with
that of Dr. Pereira formerly presented, being
sufficient testimonials required by the court.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

" HENRY BLATCH, Secretary.
" To Dr. John Scoffern."

FINAL NOTE FROM DR. COOKSON.-Sir, I
beg to remark, that Mr. Hill’s learned quo-
tation touching the case of Catiline is not au
answer to my questions touching the case of
Mr. M., our late patient. Until those ques-
tions are answered, there is no occasion for
me to trouble myself further than to repeat
my recorded conviction, which is also that
of other members of the board, that Mr. M.
was beaten in his bed during a paroxysm of
intractable violence on the night immediately
preceding his death. I am, Sir, yours, W.
D. CooKsoN.-Lincoln, June 20,1842.

As the letter of Mr. Duttott consists for
the most part of a recapitulation of the case

adverted to, it is hardly necessary to find a
t place for it in our columns.

Mr. Semple’s communication shall appear
1 ia our next.
i The case of Crowing Respiration next

week.


